

SERMON OUTLINE: “The Holy Spirit in the Life of Jesus Christ”    September 22, 2013


Our emphasis here is the Holy Spirit as revealed in the Life of Christ.

We know from the Bible that Jesus of Nazareth is a human being—a man.  St. Paul insisted on this in Gal. 4:4.

Jesus is also the Divine Messiah (Christ) as St. John testified in the opening verses of the 4th Gospel, 1:1, 18.

So, when we speak of the Holy Spirit in the life of Jesus Christ, we are directing our attention to a revealed truth that the Holy Spirit is ever and always present and active in the Son of Man, “Jesus who is the Christ,” as Matt. 27:17 puts it.

One of the signs of the Messiah given by the prophet Isaiah was that this Chosen Servant of God would be manifested--shown to Israel and the world--by the power of the Holy Spirit.           (Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 48:16; 61:1)

The gospel writers, Matthew and John confirm that Jesus as prophesied was filled with the Holy Spirit: Matt. 3:16; John 1:32.

The Holy Spirit’s presence is revealed many times in the Life of Christ.   Four pivotal points at which the Spirit is shown in Christ’s life are:

1. At the beginning of His human life (Matt. 1:18);

1. At the beginning of His public ministry (Mark 1:9-11 and 12-13); 

1. At the beginning and during His redemptive work (Heb. 9:11-14; 1 Peter 3:18; John 14:15ff); and
 
1. At the beginning of His heavenly work (Luke 24:49-51; Acts 1:4-5, 8).

Throughout every aspect of Jesus’ life here on this earth, the Holy Spirit, from beginning to Ascension was present and active.  That very same Spirit is present and active in every aspect of the life of the Church.  We will explore the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the early Church, and down through the ages to our own day.













