SERMON OUTLINE: Life Lessons from the Life of Christ: Spiritual Fulfillment  June 1, 2014

Illustration: Little Timmy and his spiritual crisis.

The first thing you will notice about this story is that Timmy is a spiritual person.  He demonstrates that in the following way:

· he believes in God, and has some knowledge of the Bible;
· he recognizes that he has a spiritual problem;
· he knows he has wants that God can fulfill; and 
· he has a plan.

Unfortunately, his brand of spirituality is completely self-serving.  How many, so called “spiritual” or “religious” people at like Timmy—trying to bribe God, or hold Him hostage to their own desires?  Take the case of Balak, the king of Moab (Numbers 22ff).

·   He believes there is a god and has some understanding of the god having spiritual power.
· He recognizes that his struggle with Israel is more a spiritual one than a matter of armed resistance.  
· He knows he has a problem only a god can solve.
· And, he has a plan—curse Israel so that they will go away, or be destroyed.

When the question is ask about spiritual beliefs, you will find that nearly 90% of people have some kind of spiritual beliefs.  In fact, it would seem there is no lack of spirituality of one form or another in our world.

Let’s explore the life lesson of true spiritual fulfillment from the life of Christ.  We will again be looking into Matthew’s gospel.  Our focus will be on the parables of Jesus as they illustrate seven (7) key elements of spiritual fulfillment; or authentic Christian spirituality.

1. Spiritual fulfillment begins with the call to be salt and light in the world.
(Matt. 5:13-16)

2. Spiritual fulfillment comes from putting your heart on heavenly treasure.
(Matt. 6:19-20)

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Spiritual fulfillment means we are willing to deal with evil (sin) in our lives, and there first.
 (Matt. 6:22-24; 7:1-5)

4. Spiritual fulfillment can only come with absolute reliance on the goodness of God.
(Matt. 7:7-12)

5. The path to spiritual fulfillment is not easy. (Matt. 7:13-14)

6. Spiritual fulfillment as depth of faith and spirit cannot be faked. (Matt. 12:43-45)

7. It is worth it to give everything you have in the world to gain true spiritual fulfillment.
(Matt. 13:44,45,46)





